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Course Description: This course provides an introduction to the history of the 
Chicana/o community from the nineteenth century to the present.  A brief review of 
pre-nineteenth century origins of the Mexican people provides the beginning for the 
course.  Course material will be conveyed through lectures, and critical discussion of 
the readings and films.  If possible guest speakers are invited to engage students on 
their chosen subject.  A variety of themes will be emphasized including but not 
limited to labor, education, politics, immigration, demography, gender and culture.  
Additional short readings will be introduced during the semester to supplement the 
required texts.  The syllabus is not set in stone and the Instructor reserves the right to 
modify it during the semester.  We will cover, however, the required reading 
material. 
 This course will broaden your general and specific knowledge of Mexican 
history in the United States.  Your democratic commitment to our nation’s 
multiracial past, present and future is essential.  Your intellectual curiosity—
openness toward and willingness to acquire new knowledge—is a priceless 
ingredient in this process.  ¡Bienvenidos! 
 

Un dicho:  “Más sabe el diablo por viejo que por diablo”. 
 
Required Texts: 
 
De León, Arnoldo, and Richard Griswold del Castillo.  North to Aztlán: A History 

of Mexican Americans in the United States. Wheeling, Illinois: Harlan 
Davidson, Inc., 1997; 2006. 

 
Montejano, David. Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of Texas, 1836-1986. 

Austin: University of Texas Press, 1987. 

 
Course Requirements: This course has several requirements including: 
Attendance, Class Participation, Essay Exams (Three Exams, Final Included), and a 
Research Essay.   
 Attendance: Students are expected to attend class but under the current 
COVID-19 pandemic this will be applied flexibly according to the needs of each and 
every student. A class roster will be read (so long as in-person classes are held 
assuming this may change in the course of the semester) at the beginning of each 
class. If you’re walking in late to class be sure and remind the instructor at the end of 
class that you are in attendance.  Otherwise you may not receive credit for having 
attended on that particular class date. 
 Class Participation: Students are expected to keep up with the reading and 
be prepared to discuss the material in class. In addition, during the semester students 
may be asked to make an Oral Presentation at the discretion and direction of the 
Instructor. The Instructor also reserves the right to administer occasional pop quizzes 
on the course readings.  The Instructor reserves the right to require additional course 
readings; these would be available on the Web through one of the University’s 
journal subscription services such as JSTOR and will be placed on our course’s 
Canvas page. Finally, students are required to complete the course evaluation online 
when these become available. Consider this an exercise in your class participation 
grade. 
 Exams: There will be three announced Essay Exams in this course.  The 
Instructor reserves the right to modify this requirement. There will be a Midterm 
Exam on each of our first two books. The third and Final Essay Exam will be over 
the third book and any other related readings we may assign toward the latter part of 
the course. The Final Exam, in other words, is not cumulative. Students will answer 
one essay question in each exam from at least two that will be offered.  Short fill-in-
the-blank and/or ID questions may be offered in these exams. If presented, these 
fact-based questions will necessarily be specific and test how closely you read the 
material or viewed the documentaries screened in class. 
 Research Essay: This is the written assignment for the course.  The 
Research Essay for this course will be ten double-spaced pages in length excluding 
title page, table of contents, bibliography, and endnotes.  The Instructor will issue 
two instruction guides per the Research Essay. The first one will provide a suggested 
“Research Topics List” to assist students in selecting the most appropriate and 
interesting topic of their choice.  The student must clear her or his research topic 
with the Instructor.  If you have any questions as you begin to develop your research 
and writing agenda per the same, please ask the Instructor for assistance. Your 
Research Essay will be an original essay in Mexican American history. The 
Research Essay is due in class on the last regularly scheduled class date for our 
course (Monday, November 30). The second instruction guide per the Research 
Essay will be a “Citation Guide” indicating how precisely to format your essay, and 
how exactly to cite particular sources you might utilize such as books, articles, 
interviews, websites, and so forth. 
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Grading: Attendance & Participation:   10% 
  Exams:    60% (3 x 20%) 
  Research Essay:   30% 
 
 

 
 
Course Outline & Readings: 
 

WEEK 1: August 24 
Introduction and Syllabus 

FILM #1: “Foreigners in Their Own Land,” September 2013, PBS. Color, 53 
minutes. 
 

WEEK 2: August 31 
De León and Griswold del Castillo, North to Aztlán 

READ:  Chapter 1: “Native American and Spanish Settlements,” 1-19; Chapter 2: 
“The Spanish/Mexican Northern Frontier, 20-40.  
FILM #2: “Seguín,” Directed by Jesús Salvador Treviño, color, 69 minutes, 1981. 
This was the first nationally televised Chicano history film to air on PBS’s American 
Playhouse. This television and Chican@ film event occurred in 1982. 

 
WEEK 3: Labor Day (University closed, no classes) 

De León and Griswold del Castillo, North to Aztlán 
READ: Chapter 3: “Natives in a Foreign Land,” 41-62; Chapter 4: “The Borderlands 
in Transition,” 63-84. 

 
WEEK 4: September 14 

De León and Griswold del Castillo, North to Aztlán 
READ: Chapter 5: “The New Colonias: Development, Dispersal, and 
Diversification, 1910-1930,” 85-109; Chapter 6: “Communities under Stress: 
Depression and War,” 110-134. 
  

WEEK 6: September 21 
De León and Griswold del Castillo, North to Aztlán  

READ: Chapter 7: “Mexican Americans in Postwar America,” 135-157; Chapter 8: 
“Aztlán Rediscovered: The Chicano Movement,” 158-181. 
 

WEEK 6: September 28 
De León and Griswold del Castillo, North to Aztlán  

READ: Chapter 9: “Latinos and the New Immigrants,” 182-206; Chapter 10: “The 
Dilemmas and Promises of the New Millennium,” 207-226; Chapter 11: 
“Community, Diversity, and Culture: Some Conclusions,” 227-232. 
 

WEEK 7: October 5 
First Midterm Exam 

David Montejano, Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of Texas 
 

Otro dicho:  “No hay mal que dure cien años ni cuerpo que lo resista.” 

 
READ: Chapter 1: “Introduction,” 1-12; Part One: Incorporation, 1836-1900—
Chapter 2: “The Rivalship of Peace,” 24-49; Chapter 3: “Cattle, Land, and Markets,” 
50-74; Chapter 4: “Race, Labor, and the Frontier,” 75-99. 

 
WEEK 8: October 12 

David Montejano, Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of Texas 
READ: Part Two: Reconstruction, 1900-1920—Chapter 5: “The Coming of the 
Commercial Farmers,” 106-128; Chapter 6: “The Politics of Reconstruction,” 129-
155. 
FILM #3: “Los Mineros,” Directed by Héctor Galán, color, 57 minutes. This 
documentary was first aired by PBS and played to a national audience on American 
Playhouse on January 28, 1991. 
 

WEEK 9: October 19 
David Montejano, Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of Texas 

READ: Part Three: Segregation, 1920-1940—Chapter 7: “The Structure of the New 
Order,” 162-178; Chapter 8: “The Mexican Problem,” 179-196; Chapter 9: “The 
Web of Labor Controls,” 197-219; Chapter 10: “The Culture of Segregation,” 220-
234; Chapter 11: “The Geography of Race and Class,” 235- 254. 
 

WEEK 10:  October 26 
David Montejano, Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of Texas 

READ: Part Four: Integration, 1940-1986—Chapter 12: “The Demise of ‘Jim 
Crow,’” 262-287; Chapter 13: “A Time of Inclusion,” 288-307; Appendix: “On 
Interpreting Southwestern History,” 309-320. 
 

WEEK 11: November 2 
Second Midterm Exam 

FILM #4: “Taking Back the Schools.” This is Episode 3 of Chicano! The Mexican 
American Civil Rights Movement, which was a co-production of Galan Productions 
and the National Latino Communications Center, color, 57 minutes. The four-part 
series aired nationally on PBS in 1996. 



 

Mismo dicho, different version: “No hay mal que por bien no venga.” 

 
WEEK 12: November 9 

Readings TBD 
 

WEEK 13: November 16 
Readings TBD        

 
WEEK 14: November 23 

Thanksgiving Break (No classes Nov. 26-27, 2020) 
Readings TBD 

FILM #5: “Precious Knowledge: Arizona’s Battle over Ethnic Studies,” Directed by 
Ari Luis Palos, Dos Vatos Productions, Inc., color, 70 minutes, 2011. 
 

WEEK 15: November 30 
Readings TBD – Final Class Meeting 

Final Research Essay Due 
 

WEEK 15: December 2-December 3 
Pre-finals Days (Dec. 2-3, 2020) 

 
Week 16: Finals Week 

December 5-December 11 (Saturday-Friday) 
 

FINAL EXAM 
Monday, December 7, 2020 

6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
BLB 80 

 
 Grades will be posted no later than 1:00 p.m., Monday, December 14, 2020.  

 
 

 
Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences. According to UNT Policy 
06.003, Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students 
engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating 
academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic 
dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from 
admonition to expulsion from the University.  
 
ADA Accommodation Statement. UNT makes reasonable academic 
accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must 

first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If 
a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter 
to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific 
course needs. Students may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA 
notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to 
avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of 
accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 
implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website at: 
www.disability.unt.edu. 
 
Emergency Notification & Procedures. UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to 
quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., 
severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like 
chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to 
Canvas for contingency plans for covering course materials. 
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